INTERVIEW WITH GORDON SQUIRES
July 31, 2008
Holiday Inn French Quarter, Toledo Ohio.
Transcribed by David Meyer

Date of Transcription: May 13, 2008



Track 1
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=

EY: 2:21 Do you remember where you were when you heard about the PearL
Harobor attacks?

I
w

=

EY: (3:45) And.. and.. and.. what were the circumstance (3:50) around when
you joined.

‘H
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EY: (4:49) When you went there and you were.. uh.. you had all these
veterans who has been there for a while.. how did they treat you guys.

=

(5:50) We went through basic training and
shortly thereafter why we were shipped overseas.

=

EY: 6:15 What boat did you go over on.

SQ: 6:53 We didn’t have any escort we had a flying boat fly out as far as
it could for cover.. and that was it..
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MEY: And then.. (9:15).. how was your time in England.

End track 1 (double checked 5/23)

Track 2
EY: Where did you land?

=

SQ: Omaha Beach.

=

EY: What did it look like? I know it was 60 days or so after D-Day

SQ: It was.. kinda torn up. There was no problem with enemy fire then it
was past that time. We landed.. We were on a British Sightseeing boat..
that was the way we went over.

Of course we had to get down by use of cargo nets.

MEY: Yes.
SQ: The side... (laughs).. That was an experience.
MEY: Into what .. the landing craft?
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SQ: Into an LCI

MEY: So you had to climb down those big ..net things.. did you have to drop
into it.

SQ: As I recal it was just a matter of climbing off the net and going
ashore.

MEY: That.. is an experience.. (laughter).. So you get ashore then do you
climb up the cliff..

SQ: Well.. no.. this was.. a little bit.. left.. west I think.. of the high
cliffs.. so it was more like an easy beach thing.. with lots of rubble and

stuff on it.

MEY: So you (2:00) landed there and gathered there .. where did you go
next?

SQ: Well we bivouacked right.. along the coast.

MEY: In the hedgerows?

SQ: Well it was before you really got to the hedgerows there was an area
between the channel and the hedgerows.. and it really kinda fuzzy right

there I don’t really remember..

MEY: Some people talk about orchards
One person mentioned being in an apple orchard area.

SQ: Oh yeah there were some orchards, yeah.

MEY: 2:51 - Were you part of Red Ball Express?

SQ: I wasn’t personally but there were others who were.

MEY: What did you do when you were camped out in that place.. waiting?
SQ: I don’t recall really.. uh... We uh.. cleaned our gear and SO on.
MEY: Did you have any contact with the native French at the time?

SQ: I didn’t, no.

MEY: Okay.. (t2 3:30 )the next thing.. people talk about yougetting on “40
and eights” (note: these were WWI boxcars) .

SO: Oh yeah.. yeah. Did you ever see a “40 and 8.”
MEY: I’ve seen a picture of one.. What was it like?
SQ: Well a “40 and 8” means.. it will accommodate 40 men or 8 horses...

MEY: .. a box car ..
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SQ: ..yeah..well the way we were crammed in. in most cases.. and this was
the way it was when we were in prison camp.. there could’ve been as many as
60 people in that box car. Crammed in.

MEY: How wide was the box car?

SQ: Oh... gee..

MEY: About as wide as this roo..

SQ: I don’t know from about here to the wall.
MEY: About eight feet? Ten feet.

SQ: I got pictures of it at home.
MEY: Was it as long as this room? (30 feet)

SQ: Maybe not quite as long.

MEY: So pretty cramped. 4:50 - Did you stop sometimes and had everyone
go to the bathroom..

SQ: Oh.. yeah. we had to.. Sometimes we made it and .. Sometimes.. we
didn’t make it (laughter) And.. at one time, I guess this pre-dates the
forty-and-eight thing, we were on regular French trains.. or.. I don’t know..
for a little ways anyway.. and we stopped once in a while

I remember some of officers had target practice with fresh eggs. And that
just killed the French because that was food to them.

We were destroying their food. It was just something... Along the way you
stop for a while you set up their eggs out there you took pot shots at
them.. it was just something.. to do.

MEY: Of course to the French.. it’s valuable.

SQ: Yeah..

MEY: Oh sure..

SQ: Yeah.. (end of track 2) 6:14.9

MEY: Where did the trains drop you off? Where did you go?
SQ: Well, you got me there I don’t remember.

MEY: Do you remember getting out. Did they assign you to .. after you got
out of the trains what happened next?

SQ: After what?

MEY: After you got out of the trains, after you disembarked.
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MEY: Where did you say you had your 19th birthday?

SQ: In a foxhole.

MEY: So nowyou’ve already had your 19th birthday by this time.

SQ: Yeah

MEY: What’s the weather like?
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SQ: Well, it was November 14th, It was a little bit on the cool side.

It hadn’t gotten as cool as it would later on. We started off before
daybreak, and right away the Germans detected us and set up flares and
started firing and so on. And we didn’t.. we at least.. we gravel-
scratchers.. didn’t know where we were going, really.

And uh.. there we eight of us that got too far ahead of ourselves I guess.
Uh.. we ended up real close to a German.. some kind of a I think it was a
“MG-42” gun. And uh..

MEY: Is that a machine gun?

SQ: Kind of like a machine gun it’s not really .. I don’t think it’s
really fully automatic but its. And uh.. our staff sergeant surrendered
us.

MEY: So it’s early morning you start out and you don’t really know it’s
before dawn. You’re not sure where you’re going..

SQ: We were just going ahead.

MEY:.. you were just going ahead..

And you get ahead and all of a sudden this gun starts firing and ..
what made him surrender?

SQ: Well.. then we hit the dirt and started crawling and..

MEY: You trying to get out of there..

SQ: Well.. we didn’t want to go backwards we wanted to go forewards..
MEY: Sure..

SQ: And like I said we got.. to close.. without realizing where we were
and I guess it must have been a .. German bunker or foxhole or smoehting..
I recall lying in a kinda a muddy ditch. And uh.. There was firing too
much to get any place.. I just stayed right there hoping it would kinda let
up. And the next thing I knew this staff sergeant surrendered us.

MEY: Holy cow. He just surrendered the eight of you.

SQ: Huh?

MEY: He surrender the eight of you.

SQ: Yeah.

MEY: Without saying anthing he just..

SQ: No. We were just.. at that time I was just a PFC and the rest of us
were too.

MEY: How did he do it.. did he call out or a white flag?
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S10)4 I don’t really remember.

MEY: Did he tell you before he was surrendering?

SQ: There was one of us who got hit. It was just a kinda of a flesh
wound kida thing. He felt that we oughta surrender and get aid for this
guy. It was a stupid thing to do but since he.. outranked us.. we uh.. did

as we were told.

MEY: And how did.. how did.. what happens during a surrender do you come up
to the Germans come up you put your hpartns us.

SQ; Yeah. They got us out of that hole.. with their weapons handy And
took us back.

MEY: Holy Cow. It must have been.. disorienting ..it must have been..

SQ: Yeah. They took us back into the town of Metz and uh.. we..uh.. and
there were more men.. GIs.. coming in all the time. They captured quite a
few of us because.. we didn’t know what we were doing? There was no..
(5:34:08)

(Sunday night 11:57 end - 16 minutes)

MEY: There was no .. (strategy?)
No... direction

MEY: And this was November you said November..?
SQ: November 14¢th,
MEY: November 14th,
SQ: That’s a date I think I’11 never forget. And.to make a long story
short, they put us up in a .. a building in Metz and the next morning they
put us on buses took us to the railhead.put us in forty-and-eight boxcars
MEY: Again.
SQO: And uh..
MEY: The building they kept you in in Metz was it a prison?
SQ: No.. it wasn’t really a prison it was a building. Well guarded.
MEY: How many were you to a room?
SQ: Well it was Jjust a great big open thing.

And uh.. there were lots of guards. And we were pretty helpless.

And the next day they took us to the railhead put us in boxcars (7:09)
And shipped us off.
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And you know he was .. had no way to get out..

SQ: so he went up with the flames (ooco.hhh..)
And they asked us to go over and fix the rail line.

Well they piled us all in about.. well about.. there must have been about 40
of us. 1In open top box cars - gondola cars - and took us to the scene of
the disaster and we were supposed to fill the hole and put in new tracks
and so on well we could only be there one day. Well nobody could do that
much. So there were other prisoners...

(my note to myself 15 minutes transcribed from 10:41 - say 11:00 to 16:00
to 15 minutes is 5 minutes or 1 hr is 3 to 4 hours - and 5 minutes of time
(15 minutes transcribe) is about a page and a half what they said) so this
15 pages is roughly 3 pages = 2 days or 10 days (but worked longer so
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=

EY: How long were you there? (faint)

19:57

Track e

=

EY: When the Russians came in and the Germans left, did the Germans ust
leave?

SQ: Well .. uh.. we were in the area where there was one of the last big
battles of the area (0:22)

And I recall I think that the Americans.. were..in charage or were doing the
firing and so on.. the Germans all got their discharges from the German
Army and they went.. “galley west” - they went to the American lines and
the Americans said, “We don’t want you.” But if they went to the Russian
lines, they got shot.

It was kind of a problem right there.

=

EY: So what what happened then?

n

Q: I don’t really know. It was the end of the war. It was within,
maybe a week of the time the armistice was signed.
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MEY: (1:25) Where were you on VE day?

SQ: (1:30) I guess I was still on the compound, the prison compound
waiting to get out.

MEY: Do you remember seeing the first US troops the ones that came and
got you?

SQ: It’s .. kinda hazy. I couldn’t put a name or a face on them. But
they got us back into allied territory as fast as they could.

MEY: Where’d did you go then?

SQ: Well, the first bunch of guys that they got they just said.. “Here’s
the mess hall go eat.” Well, it was the worst thing in the world for them
because our stomachs had shrucnk (2:25) and quite a few of the fellas
died.. they just couldn’t .. couldn’t handle it.

They gorged themselves.

MEY: How did you..?

SQ: ...By the time they realized what was going on they put us on a diet..
a real strict diet, so we had no problem.

MEY: 2:53 When you looked back on the time in in the prison camp.. How
did the Germans treat you were they nice or what?

SQ: 3:00 - Well we had one guard, we called him “Frenchie.” He was
conscripted into the German army when the Germans had Alsace Lorraine.
And he was.. pretty good to us.

3:20 There were time when he came into the barracks, lay his Mauser up on
the bed.. and we’d sit there and strip it.. just for something to do.
(Laughs) Put it back together, give it back to him you know.

Uh.. but we had a coupla of pretty stinky guys.

One we called “Liverlip.” He was a (sounds like “Felds - ape - pul”) I
think that was a Three-striper, maybe a four striper. He was kind of
rough on us.

But we survived.

They weren’t uh.. weren’t kind to us at all. We all lost weight.
MEY: And the .. the cold must have.. you’re right .. the worst winter.
SOF Yeah it was cold, real cold. We survived. It wasn’t easy.

MEY: In the barracks.. sometimes two people would share (a bunk) that’s
what I was told to share a cot just to stay warm did that ever happen.

SOF No.
MEY: Did you have blankets there?

SQ: (4:49( We all had two real thin blankets. And it was cold.
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MEY: In the morning what time would they wake you up how would you get
up”?

SQ: Well, I don’t recall it was early. I suppose about daybreak.

5:20 We had a pot bellied stove on one end of the room. And there were
Ten or twelve rooms like this and that was our source of heat. At

one end.. yeah.

MEY: Did you have the same cot every time?

SQ: Yeah.

MEY: Was your cot near the ..

SQ: I was up about the third deck.

MEY: On the warm end of the room.

SQ: Cold end.

MEY: Cold end.. Ahhhh..

SQ: Yeah.

MEY: So you are third deck. Is there someone above you too?

SQ: Yeah.. 6:01

The lice.. were horrendous.

We all had lice. They didn’t give us showers they didn’t give us
anything. They deloused us a couple of times.. But when you go someplace
to get deloused and you come back, crawl into the same bed. Into the same
blankets, you got them all over again.

I always tell my wife.. makes her kinda squeamish..
We’d get these bed (6:37:7)

Lice and we’d pinch them between our thumbnails to see how far we could
make the blood squirt. (laughs).. That was our entertainment.

MEY: ..I was going to ask you what you did for entertainment.

SQ: We didn’t have books. I did have a self-teaching French book. But
I learned a lot more German than I did Frnechbecause Iwaswith them all the
time. Uh... No cards.

Some camps had musical instruments.

MEY: Not you?

SQ: Not us. No. See we weren’t in a registered recognized prison camp.
Like I said we were slave labor. So all we did was work.

MEY: So you still have the hat.

SQ: Yeah. Got a little red tossle right here in front. (laughs)
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I stole a loaf of bread over there. (laughs)

We went .. we went by a big wagonload of bread.. and I just got close enough
so that I just reached up and grabbed one and stuck it under my coat and
hoped to heck they didn’t see me..

And they didn’t ..with uh.

11:04 - During the time that the snow was the heaviest. They didn’t have
any snow removal equipment over there at all. All the farmers from miles
around drove their wagons in and we had to load up the wagons.

Well one day, one of those horses died.. and we talked the guards into
letting us take the horse back to.. to cut up and eat.

Well we did it but we didn’t get much because the .. somebody broke into
the cook house that night and stole the horse.

They were hungry too you know.
MEY: Do you remember horsemeat? How it tasted?

SQ: Yeah.. it wasn’t bad. But it was food. Of course, we had no idea
what killed that horse.

MEY: That’s true.
SQ: But we didn’t care , we were that hungry.. yeah.

MEY: When you got back on (from) your sixty day furlough, did you go back
to Michigan.

SQ: After my fur... Yeah. Yeah.

MEY: (12:36) How was it how was it coming back was it strange? Did
you.. put it behind you, did you talk about it.

SQ: Oh gee, I don’t remember. I don’t think we talked much about it.
We were on a real rigid diet of course.

MEY: So you couldn’t eat anything people put down in front of you?

SQ: Well, no. Yes, we ate everything they put down in front of us
because we were all in the same boat. And we didn’t.. and they didn’t give
us anything we shouldn’t eat.

I recall drinking lots of milk shakes. Just.. to build us up.

MEY: Sure... Easy on the stomach.

Who were the most.. when you look back who were the most important people
to you or most important person to you in your time in the service?

SQ: You mean in prison camp?

MEY: Or in prison camp.. yeah.
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SQ: Well we.. like I said we did form some bonds, some freindshps and Roy
Bauman was the one I thought the most of. Kept in contact when I got
home.

Uh.. the rest of the fellas went hither and yon.

MEY: When did you start going to the 95th reunions?

SQ: (sigh) It must have been about fifteen years ago, we didn’t even
know they had them for a long time.

But a friend in Elkhart put an ad in the paper asking if anybody in the
area was a former member of the 95th., And I was.. and it just so happened
that his wife and my wife were pretty good friends.

MEY: Really.

SQ: Yeah.

MEY: That’s coincidence.

SQ: Yeah.

MEY: What did you think about your commanding officers, what was your
opinion of them?

And I know.. your opinion of Patton..

SQ: (15:15) I didn’t think very highly of Patton.

MEy: Not many people I talked with didn’t think highly of him.

SQ: But the rest of them are okay..uh..
I didn’t have anything bad to say about any of them.

MEY: And that sergeant who surrendered you.. did.. was that the last time
you saw him.

SQ: I never saw him again.

MEY: ..never again.

SQ: No. (15:45) See they kept the non-coms separate from the peons
like me.

MEY: Okay

SQ: And they were treated better.
(15:50) There was another level, like air corpsman .. who were
treated much better.

MEY: I talked to a bombardier he was put in Stalag Luft One near
Denmark.. and as officers - former officers - they didn’t have to work.
They played baseball. They did different things.

SQ: Well I really think that - for our mental state - it was better that
we did work.
Kept our minds occupied.
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I don’t know what I’d do if I just sat around doing nothing for five and a
half months.

MEY: You could go crazy.
SQ: Huh?
MEY: You could go crazy.
SQ: Yeah.

MEY: 16:57 - Would you .. this is just a general question .. How did the
war change you?

SQ: I don’t know that it did really. 17:15 I went back to college.
The government treated me very well - the G.I. Bill - I finished my
education under the G.I. Bill.

I went to G.I. hospitals. And it was great. And I'm still going to a
Veterans’ Hospital.

MEY: Do your feet ever bother you still?

SQ: Yeah.. they do.

MEY: They do.. and the same with your hands?
SQ: Yes. My hands are.. numb or..partly numb.

MEY (18.02) Would you recommend military service to young people
nowadays.

SQ: Absolutely. Absolutely. Because I think that’s our problem because
nobody has said anything about it neither the Democrats or the Republicans
(interviewer’s note: for perspective - interview was done a few months
before the 2008 Presidential election Obama/McClain)

But I think we ought to have two years of military service for everybody
because kids nowadays don’t know what they want to do when they get out of
high school.

And if they had some military experience, they’d grow up a little bit.
MEY: I hear that all the time.

Now last year’s reunion in Oklahoma City, some of the 95th had asked
me to ask you guys some questions. One of the questions was, “What advice
would you give to soldiers nowdays?”

What advice would you give the current 95th, What would you say to them.
Do you have any advice for today’s soldiers - anything comes to mind?

SQ: No.. not really. I just think that military service would give them
a well-rounded education and it wouldn’t hurt ‘em.

MEY: (19:3) Now here’s a question.. I'd gone to see Ken Burns the
filmmaker one time and his co-producer of the show that was on last year
it was called, “The War,” her name’s Lynn Novack and after they were done
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I asked her “What’s your favorite question to ask people” and you already
talked about something’s remembering a time you felt afraid, you already
mentioned a coupla times like that, but she said her favorite question
was, “Tell me a story you’ve never told anyone before.”

SQ: Oh yeah.

MEY: And I said, “That’s a lot of nerve to ask it.” And she said, “Yeah,
you know on television people are coming to us,” but I say this now and
sometimes - you know it can be anything - remembering what the light looks
like in the morning waking up in the morning, or just something about the
mud or the food - whatever it means to you if it means something, tell me
a story you’ve never told anyone before. (20:54:1)

SQ: I think I’'ve told you more than I told anybody else.

MEY: Anything come to mind?

SQ: No.

MEY: Yeah, I think you have told me everything. You’ve told me a lot.
Do you have anything else, any words of wisdom, anything?

SQ: Well, probably tomorrow morning I’11l think of a lot of things but I
can’t think of anything right now.

MEY: Well the good thing about this is if you do think of anything I’"11
always have this (the recorder) with me so just tap me on the shoulder and
I can splice it in, I can edit it in.

Well then I’11 just close, okay.

This is.. David Meyer, son of Earl D Meyer, Co. H, 379th, 95th Infantry. It
is now almost ten p.m. on July 31st, 2008 and I’ve had the great privilege
of talking to.. could you say your name again..

SQ: Gordon Squires

Company E, 379th Regiment 95tk Division.

(22:10:6 - end of track and interview)
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