THE NINETY-FIFTH INFANTRY
DIVISION PREPARES FOR COMBAI
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The Victory Division in Review

Fram the ploins of the Middle 'West
they come, thousands of yearling recruils
joining the ranks of the Global Wor's
milligns. The rackies wera new members
of the new 95th Infantry Division, soldiers
whose new job was to laam hew fa kill
tha enemy, to learn how to keop from

being killed.

Thare was litle vnusual about the new
S5th—it wes fypical of America's war-
{ime combot divisions. A fow weeks aor-
fier the division’s new soldiers hod been
farmers, theater managers, clerks, collags
siudents, musicians. Their new jobs were
just e varied. Mow they were riflaman,
mochine-gunnars,

martarmen,  arfillery

Cannoneears, engineers,

Yesterday they worked a flat eighi
hours; ofter that It was time-and-a-hall,
Todoy they ore working for a dollar-
slxly-seven of o lible mors, Yesderdoy
they nanchalantly punched o time ciock.
Taday they are jemping to buegle and
whistle: 'r'|'.-5.1nr-|:||:|:|-' they knocked off ai
any ald time for eafes and deughnuis.
Todoy 1hr:'r- are gn:lsping tor ton-minute
braaks,

From WWashington, whare he hod been
the “War Depariment’s G-3, came fhe
Commanding General, Maj. Gan, Harry
L. Twoddle
Toxos, was the hirrhplncg of tha raae-
tivoted division and on July 15, 1942
General Twaddle stepped foreard 1o
recaive the $5h stondord under o swel-
tering Texos sky

Mewly-buillt Camp  Swilk,

Officers had propped af tha Command
ond General Staff School and at various
non-cams  hod  been
trainad by the 7ih Infontry Division, Mow
thie #5th wos reody to move into bosic
training. It enlisted man learned fo moke
full field pocks, to pitch shelier tenis, took
their first hikas, quickly become owars
of the terrars of o bugled "Reveille®

sErwice  sehools,

With the #nd of basic tralning come
tha division's first move

ton was the destination ond the %%

Fori Som Houws-

thouvlder potech soon became o cammean-

ploce in San Anlonio

But Fort Sam Houston become o mi-
rage, veined frem the rocky crogs of the
Leon Springs Milibary Ressrvation. Camp
Bullis, Cibile, Panther Springs, Stahl,
Shaoel and Wilderness Comp housed 955k
unils. mere aften Than did San Anfonie,
Training wae in hugh qear aond rivar crogs

ing problems, the F|l:f'.':|-=|:|| fitnees course,
the infiliration eourse, the clese combai
course, the ronges ond the "D Seriss”
became household wards with the %5th

Then cama Levislana and the longesi
stab of simuloted combat to dabe. Minety-
Fifth troops need na histary te rememnbar
the maneuyars: Leuisiona's alternote dust
angd rain, the state's soldisr-crowded -
towns during the breaks, tha patlas”
which rfonged
pnrishns.

agraoss a  half dozen

Asgignmen! la Camp Polk followed tha
mansuvers, ongd the 95th become the first
infantry division to ba siefionsd ai the
ormared center
relokation in fraining of units pushed

Comp Folk meant no

herd on @ new progrom, saffened only
by post-monouver furloughs. The fresps
settled down te their thivd gorrison sia
fian.

Divizion pnr:nnnﬂ hod scarcely learpe
their way around the new post Before
tha 95th wos ogoin on the movae, th
time te the Caolfornia desert. With tha
dosart come mare hord work, more in

tensive froining far combal-to-come,

Affer the déssrt, whol next? The spe
cific locotion fsn’t impectont. ‘What
important s the ¥5th's collective aoftitude
The offilude is & heallhy ong, an afir
which indicates that the #5th's personne
will fallow the division standard whereys
it may go with o will —with o will 12 giv
battle to the enemy, with o will 18 win
with an objoctive which underlines o
return to the American way of Things th
troops knew when thay wers formen
theater manogers, clerks;, college =t

dents, musicions.
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The General and Special Staff—the Command- nel administration; the assistant chief of staff, G-2,
ing General's administrative and tacticol arms. Too handles military intelligence ond all matters per-
many are the tosks of o division commander for taining thereto; the responsibilities of the ossistanl
the successful accomplishment of these tasks by one chief of staff, G-3, are concerned with the huge
individual. task of plans and training; the assistant chief of

Thus, General Staff respansibility is divided into steff, G-4, is responsible for the division's supply.
faur sections, headed by the chief of staff. The os- The Special Stoff it concerned with directing
sistant chief of staff, G-1, is charged with persan- parficular porfions of the Generol staff wark.
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Activation and Camp Swift

The ?5th Infantry Division wos first set up by o War Department
order issued in 1918, was only about half-mobilized with the end of
World War 1. After that the 25th was a fancy mobilization plan in a
filing cabinet in Reserve Headquarters, Oklahoma City, General Twad-
dle put it well at the division's activation when he said, “The histary of
this division is still_to be made.’

The 95th moved into Camp Swift before the carpenters and plumb
ers had EDn]Pl{'—rp:-ill‘.- moved out. Even after the achtivation ceremony
troop trains continved to pour in with new treops who quickly got
under way with the business which best holds Camp Swift in 25th mem-
aries—basic training.

The activation parode of the new P5th soldiers was something to
write home about. Brand new to the army, they passed in review before
their commanding general with the best military bearing they could
muster in uniforms that still didn't fit.

It was ot Swift that ?5th troops become acquainted with the odd,
staccato roar of @ hundred and I-l';l}r rifles bictshng away on the range,
and the peaceful looking puffs of dust the bullets kicked up way out
beyond the butts. They learned, too, of the clear, brassy notes of o
bugle, the eloquent, casual profanity of a hord-bitten sergeant, a ter-
rible-tempered colonel, the cadenced tramp of marching feet, sleepy
men stumbling out 1o reveille in the grey of dawn.

Camp Swift memories include the division-wide Armistice Day track
and field meet, the division's first C.P.X. and field work, “Miss America’s”
appearance and the week-end trips fo Austin and other neighbaring

fowns.




Fort Sam Houston

Fort E-CII'I'I Houston? Wl_'H, the A.P.O. wos located [|‘|r'_'rL'I but mo:t af tha frc.upu SC1W

more of the post’s distant field camps than they did of the famed old army center.

IVs oll been told before. A theusand men m.:Jr-;hm!:_j a thousand miles down the
Military Highway that curves away to Bullis. A staff sergeant reading “Ulysses” by the
yellow light of o Colemon lantern. Solemn, sunburned faces, and a chaplain’s organ
wheezing out a hymn high up on the side of Krueger hill. Beradom, loneliness, aching
feet. A million fox holes dug over the whole Lean Springs Reservation, and every damned

one of them filled in again.

But most 95th troops remember Leon Springs best for its notor iety os a convening

ground of ticks, chiggers and parallel items of soldier-torfure.
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Fort Sam Houston

The Fert Sam Houston interim was all hard work—
almost. Every other week-end—sometimes oftener—the

troops actually garrisoned at Fort Sam. That meant bus
frips 1o downtown San Antonio during off-duty hours,
rubbing elbows with the city's Spanish-flavered senori-
tas, gondola rides on the meandering San Antonio
River, Sunday visits to the vast Breckenridge Park.

Forl Sam Houston mirrers the reviews and parades
when the whole division, with all its guns and all its
wvehicles and all its men, swept down Arthur MacArthur
Field while the bands blared ond the flags flapped in
the soft Texas wind.

Fort Sam was the post at which half of the division's
personnel lived in permanent barracks, in between the
unit and combined training at Bullis and camps north.
Fort Sam was fomed for its smooth-mown lawns, its
eloborate PX, a Hollywood-like swimming peol and
theater, @ myriod of Texas belles at every hand.

Fort Sam Houston was such a place as the 95th has
not seen since.
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Maneuvers and Camp Polk

The advance party arrived in the Louisiana maneuver area
in mid-June, and their findings were confirmed o hundred-fold
as problems unwound over the two-menth period.

The dust was so dense that troops became camouflaged by
nalure. They prayed for rain, and the rain came. Than they
prayed for dust, There was nothing stationary about the prob-
lems, o twenty-mile foot movement in o single day being the
norm. And maneuvers developed inte o conlinuous two-menth
deal rather than an eight-hour-a-day offair.

Fox holes, long beards, no baths, soldier-jommed restau-
rants during the breaks, o lonely Gl writing to the girl back
home as he sits on the trails of o camoufloged howitzer, Thay
wara C-l:. I:I"_"'Irll D{ maneauvers.

Camp Polk was next on the @5th itinerary, a month and @
half pause between the field work of Louisiona and Califernia
for post-maneuver fraining. Furloughs glns!enf)d, service clubs
and theaters became o part of Gl lite Qgt-in, in-’.pr}cliﬂ-‘lf, drills,
parades and other conventional signs of garrison life came
to light again at Palk.

But the stay was a shert one. Barracks bags seemed to come
off trucks from the maneuver area one day, enly to be thrown
over soldier backs the next as troops boarded Califarnia-
bound trains




The Desert

A big buff moon swelled up behind o barren Cali-
fornla rock-veined mouniain. Rows of tents were shad-
owed against the desert sand. A kid was singing “All
Or MNothing At All" as he sewed corporal siripes on
his fatigues. The monotonous grind of convoy frucks
filiered through the new corporal’s song. The P5th
Division was training in the Colifornia desert.

The toughest training task yet, the 95th thought the
desert. Twenty-five mile marches through foot-yield-
ing sand, a close kinship with canvas water bags and
canned rations, five-mile-distant mounfains that were
actually thirty miles away. Maovie stars at the Desert
Victory Bowl and dances with Betty Grable and fel-
low tradeswomen highlighting furloughs to Los An-
geles.

The desert’s contrasting temperatures, which effect.
ed o near sirip-to-the-waist poliecy in the daytime, o
cry far more blankets at night, were a stronge enigma
of seasons. The Herculean gusts of desert wind
seemed to be pushing the 95th toward its eventual
combat mission. The sand-camoufloged vehicles and
the week-end convoys to nearby resort cities are twa

more reminders of the desert for #5th troops.




Entertainment

“Give me o thousand men who have been entertained rather
than ten thousand who have had no entertainment.” General
John J. Pershing was speaking, and by the measure of his own

rula the 95th should be o prize outfit in the genertﬂ's EYES

Field metion picture shows set up aleng the winding Malabang
Trail at Bullis, the chant of a half-dozen Howaiian saldiers enter-
taining their huddled buddies on a cool desert night, the groovy,
brassy jive of a unit variety show cracking the still of a Lovisiona
night during a maneuver problem break, the soldier-throngs that
swelled the open-air Desert Vietory Bowl when Hollywood's gog
sters and vocalists stepped off the screen to entertain the division

they were oll a part of what was sandwiched between days and

nights of tough training.




If the ©5th Division is typical of an American
wartime combat unit, ils personnel must necessarily
be typical of the American woy of things. And the
American way of things calls for plenty of sports.
The 95th must be typical, then, because the division
is as keen and able in the way of sports—all sports

as the scrappy Americon sandlotters,

The Division's Sports

Highlight of the division's sports accomplis

ments was the co-championship basketball team

in the Army Service League at San Antanio. Buf
that basketball team was only one af the indica-
tions. Inter-unit competitions in baseball, softball
volleyball, swimming, tough football, boxing and
basketball were as keenly fought as will be the
battles fo come.
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377th Infantry Regiment

The story of the 377th Infantry isn't a difficult one to tell. It's like all
of the army's regiments of infantry, and the army has lots of them. Today,
they all have the same eventual mission, a fire-fight mission. To date, the
377th’s mission, like other of the 95th Division regiments, has been training,
but the training has been aimed at the final mission of combat with the
intent of keeping pace with the regimental motto, “Onward.”

Beginning at activation with Col. Francis A. Woolfley as commander,
the 377th passed through the normal training routines for organizations
of its size, did not receive its regimental colors until the division moved
to Fort Sam Houston.

At Fort Sam Houston, also, Colonel Woolfley left the regiment, was
soon promoted to brigadier general. Col. Fred E. Gaillard, formerly of
the division staff, assumed command of the regiment. Lt. Col. George H.
Bishop, formerly the division’s A. C. of S., G-3, became executive officer
during the Louisiana maneuvers.

Division baseball champions at Camp Swift, the 377th was further
stamped as an able athletic aggregate when the unit won the Armistice

Day track and field meet at Camp Swift. Co L. FRED E_ GAILLARD
Commanding



























